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Course Description  

The study of literary, non-literary, visual and performance texts provides a focus for understanding how meaning is 
constructed within belief or value systems, and how it is negotiated across multiple perspectives generated by single or 
multiple readers.  Thinking critically about texts, as well as responding to, producing or performing them, leads to an 
understanding of how language sustains or challenges ways of thinking and being.  The study additionally builds an 
awareness that all texts may be understood in relation to their form, content, purpose, audience and their associated 
contexts, such as social, historical and cultural circumstances.   
         Students will focus exclusively on literary texts adopting a variety of approaches to textual criticism.  Students 
will explore the nature of literature, the aesthetic function of literary language and textually, and the relationship 
between literature and the world. [1] 
  
[1] Language A: Literature Guide First Assessment 2021. Language A: Literature Guide First Assessment 2021, 
International Baccalaureate, 2019. 

	
Timeline 

Semester One:  Do I define the world, or does the world define me?  Readers, Writers and Texts: In what ways is 
meaning constructed, negotiated, expressed and interpreted? How does the structure or style of a literary text affect 
meaning? Time and Space: How important is cultural or historical context to the production and reception of a literary 
text? How doe literary texts reflect, represent or form a part of cultural practices? Intertextuality: How valid is the 
notion of a “classic” literary text? 
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress by Dai Sijie                   9780385722209 
 Gem of the Ocean by August Wilson                                        9781559362801 
 Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri                                  978-0395927205 
 Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi                                                       978-0375714573 
 Poetry by Sylvia Plath 
 Semester Two:  Can we change the world? What control do we have? Time and Space: How important is cultural or 
historical context to the production and reception of a literary text? How does the meaning and impact of a literary text 
change over time? Intertextuality: How do literary texts adhere to and deviate from conventions associated with literary 
forms? In what ways can diverse literary texts share points of similarity? How can literary texts offer multiple 
perspectives of a single issue, topic, or theme? 
Men Without Women: Stories by Haruki Murakami                      978-1101974520 
Medea by Euripides                                                                    9780199537969 
 The Handmaid’s Tale Margaret Atwood                                    978-0525435006 
 
 
 


